Trends in self-reported cigarette smoking, Wisconsin, 1984-1999.
The purpose of this study is to assess trends in self-reported cigarette smoking among adults in Wisconsin. Behavioral Risk Factor Survey data from 1984-1999 were analyzed to determine changes in smoking prevalence. Results of this analysis show almost no change in overall adult smoking prevalence over the past 15 years. Smoking prevalence rates did, however, decrease slightly for men from 29% in 1984 to 22% in 1999. Moreover, smoking prevalence for adults 18 to 24 years of age increased from 25% in 1994 to 36% in 1999. These results show that despite state and national efforts over the past 15 years to reduce cigarette smoking among adults, minimal progress has been made. Furthermore, the increase in smoking rates among 18 to 24 year olds highlights the need for additional prevention and cessation efforts targeted toward this group. Understanding past trends in cigarette smoking is critical for the Wisconsin Tobacco Control Board and other public health advocates to monitor progress toward the goal of reducing tobacco use.